FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
cussing what they would do after their victory
at the next General Election.
But what if the Government could appeal to
the country on a noble and patriotic policy of
which practically everyone approved, of sustain-
ing the League of Nations, of proving collective
security to be a reality, and of stopping Musso-
lini's outrageous aggression? Could they not
fairly expect a united and patriotic people to
leave the execution of a national policy in the
able and experienced hands of the Government,
rather than swap horses in the midst of a crisis
and bring in untried men, who were more inter-
ested in plunging the country into a social revo-
lution than in upholding the honour and safety
of Great Britain? Accordingly the Government
determined to dissolve Parliament in the autumn
of 1935, and, as it had expected, obtained a large
majority for its policy of a vigorous resistance
to aggression, within the framework of the League
of Nations.
But no sooner had the elections been won than
a curious coolness crept over official ardour on
behalf of Abyssinia and the League. While It
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